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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Commencement held Saturday at Van Andel Arena 
More than 650 students plan to receive their 
diplomas in fall Commencement Ceremonies , 
held Saturday, December 6, at the Van Andel 
Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. Those 
eligible to graduate , including students 
completing degree requirements in the 
spring/summer and fall 2003 semesters , total 
nearly 3,200 students. 
The ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. Faculty 
and staff planning to take part in the proces-
sional are reminded to arrive at 9:30 a.m . for 
robing. Free parking is available for all partici-
pating faculty and staff on a first-come, first-
serve basis in the city parking lot just south of 
the arena (Lots 3 or 5). 
Delivering the commencement address will be · 
U.S. Sen . Carl Levin , a Detroit native and resi-
dent who has represented Michigan in the 
Senate for nearly 25 years. A graduate of 
Detroit Central High School, Swarthmore 
College, and the Harvard University Law 
School , Levin first won election to the Senate 
in 1978 and has been re-elected four times -
Across Campus 
Christmas at Ford Museum 
a Michigan record. He is the ranking Democrat 
on the Armed Services Committee and was its 
chairman in 2001 and 2002. This year, he was 
presented with the Navy's Distinguished 
Public Service Award, the highest award given 
to someone not in uniform. 
An honorary degree will be presented to Tu 
Weiming, director of the Harvard-Yenching 
Institute and a professor of Chinese history, 
philosophy, and Confucian studies at Harvard 
University. The author or editor of numerous 
books and articles in English and Chinese, 
Weiming is active in many public bodies 
including the World Economic Forum, the 
United Nations' Group of Eminent Persons on 
the Dialogue among Civilizations, and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
The Distinguished Alumni Award will be 
awarded to playwright, director, and theater 
educator Max Bush, '72, whose plays have 
been published in anthologies and performed 
throughout the United States. Bush is credited 
with helping to create Grand Valley 's National 
Carl Levin Tu Weiming 
Playwright Competition , the Shakespeare 
Festival's "Bard to Go" touring ensemble, and 
other performance groups . 
The Outstanding Educator Award will be given 
to Theresa Bacon-Baguley, associate professor 
in the School of Health Professions. Bacon-
Baguley joined the GVSU faculty in 1991 and 
has served a vital role in the development of 
Grand Valley's Physician Assistant Studies 
program. 
···-------------------------
IT interviews candidates 
for manager position 
Information Technology will interview three candidates for the 
Academic Systems Manager position. The person in this position will 
be responsible for academic computing support at all campuses. 
The university community is invited to meet the candidates at the 
following times. All sessions will be in 2104 Mackinac Hall. 
• Tuesday, December 2: John Klein , 3:30-4: 15 p.m. 
•Friday, December5: Steven Springsdorf, 10:30-11 :15 a.m. 
• Friday, December 5: Bill Smith , 3:30-4: 15 p.m. 
Art and design students Stacey Busman, Lauren Jenner, Teresa 
Zbieciak, Ruby Miller and Jennifer Zona stand in front of the 
Christmas tree they decorated at the Gerald R. Ford Museum. 
Under associate professor Ann Keister, they (and other art stu-
dents) won an honorable mention during the "Christmas on 
the Grand" celebration. 
Resumes for each candidate are available in the office of Vice Provost 
and Dean of Academic Services , 2090A MAK . 
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Across Campus 
Holiday and Break Schedule 
for week of December 1 
Thursday, December 4 
Faculty and Staff Service Award and Holiday Gathering, 3-5 p .m., 
Kirkhof Center. 
"GVSU faculty and staff 
not only support their 
university, but see to it 
that larger community 
needs are also 
addressed," Kowalski-
Braun noted. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
All offices may close, except for the Information Desk and conference 
support at the Pew Campus, Center for Health Sciences Information Desk, 
Facilities Customer Service Center, Department of Public Safety, De Vos 
Security staff, Admissions, and Student Assistance Centers . There will be 
one mail pickup and delivery on both campuses to allow mailroom staff 
to attend event. Please contact Steve Leeser if you have a special mail-
ing/pickup at x 13000 for Allendale Campus and Oliver Aguilera for Pew 
Campus at x17323 . 
Special recognition was 
given to accountant 
Davidpaul Lemmen for 
developing a system that 
greatly reduced the time 
President Mark A. Murray presents a desk 
required to generate cam- clock to accountant Davidpaul Lemmen. 
paign reports. Maurine 
Friday, December 5 
All Clerical , Office and Technical, Maintenance/Service and Public Safety 
time cards for pay period ending December 6 are due in the Payroll Office 
by 10 a.m. 
VanHuis , accounting systems assistant , was also recognized for her data 
entry skills over the past several campaigns. 
Saturday, December 6 
Commencement - 10 a.m., Van Andel Arena 
All United Way contributors were entered into the popular drawing for a 
personal parking space. Winners were Paul Mudde, Seidman School of 
Business, at the De Vos Center, and Sharon Hall, Records/Registration, at 
the Allendale Campus. Four faculty/staff members also won special 
on-campus meal programs, compliments of Aramark. 
The remainder of the holiday break schedule will appear in the 
December 8 Forum. Students compete in regional event 
Nearly $123,000 raised in UW Campaign 
Contributors to Grand Valley's United Way Campaign were treated to 
special thank-you breakfasts held on the Allendale and Pew Grand Rapids 
campuses in November. Altogether, the two-week campaign raised 
$122,968 for area health and human services, with more than 880 
faculty/staff members and retirees participating. 
The contribution level is one more example of the Grand Valley commu-
nity's commitment to the communities in which they live and work, said 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun and Jean Enright, co-chairs of the university-
wide campaign. 
Photo courtesy of Kathryn 
Stie/er 
Music students of Dale 
Schriemer and Kathryn 
Stieler competed in the 
National Association of 
Teachers of Singing 
Great Lakes Regional 
Competition in Bowling 
Green, Ohio. Pictured 
are, left to right, fresh-
man winner Jason 
Coffey, faculty pianist 
Jan Bays, Amanda 
Duncan and honorable 
mention winner Paul 
Melcher. 
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FORUM 
Volume 28, Number 18 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly dur-
ing the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution . 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
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GVFaces 
Judy Whipps 
assistant professor of philosophy 
Judy Whipps smiled when asked about what she 
likes to do in her spare time . 
'Tm known by my family and friends for always 
working," she said. 
It's that kind of dedication that helped her republish 
books written by world-changing pioneer Jane 
Addams. Whipps , chair of Grand Valley's Liberal 
Studies Program, co-edited the four books, including 
one that contains all of Addams' essays. 
Whipps said she was eager to take on the project 
because she believes the ideas of Jane Addams are 
relevant to today, and so do her students. 
"Her emphasis is on negotiation and mediation, 
democracy and equality. They are lessons we must 
keep hearing about," she said. 
In 1931, Jane Addams was the first woman to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize. She was the first woman in 
the Midwest to earn a college degree and was also 
the first to write and pass child labor legislation. 
Whipps said Addams is known for saying that 
democracy cannot come about by force. 
It took nearly two years to compile everything 
needed to republish 
the books. Whipps 
helped gather all 
of the reviews writ-
ten about Addams 
and wrote introduc-
tions to the books. 
Whipps said the 
republished books 
are good reference 
tools. 
"This is a complete 
and up-to-date set 
on the writings and Judy Whipps 
reviews of Jane Addams . It will be a good source for 
libraries around the country," she said. 
Whipps has taught in the Philosophy and Liberal 
Studies departments for six years. When she can eek 
out some extra time, she said she likes to walk her dog. 
GV Faces 
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand 
Valley by nominating someone for a profile. 
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu , with names 
and contact information. 
Service Award recipients 
Annual holiday gathering 
planned for Thursday 
Eighty-one faculty and staff members will be 
honored for their years of service to Grand 
Valley at the annual Service Award and Holiday 
Gathering on Thursday, December 4 . 
Seven staff members will receive their 35-year 
award, 11 faculty and staff will receive their 30-
year award, 12 faculty and staff will receive 
their 25-year award, 14 faculty and staff will 
receive their 20-year award and 37 will be pre-
sented with 10-year pins . 
All faculty and staff are invited to attend . The 
event will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room, from 3-5 p.m. with the award cer-
emony beginning at 3:30 p.m. To allow all 
employees to participate, campus offices may 
close at 3 p.m., except those listed on page 2. 
The 35-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Samir Ishak, professor of management 
Lynn Mapes, professor of history 
Gary Richmond, professor of che~istry 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Chick Blue, registrar 
Casey Bosman, telecommunications 
manager 
Kenneth Fridsma, director of Financial Aid 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Patricia McComb, housing assistant 
The 30-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Carl Arendsen, professor of mathematics 
David Bernstein, professor of psychology 
Barry Castro, professor of management 
Milton Ford, professor of English 
Donna Larson, professor of nursing and 
associate dean 
Daleene Menning , professor of art and 
design 
Bennett Rudolph, professor of marketing 
Theodore Sundstrom, professor of 
mathematics 
Norman Ten Brink, professor of geology 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Ruthann Stone, administrative assistant, 
Kirkhof School of Nursing 
Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Lloyd Vermaat, custodian 
The 25-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
K. Laurel Balkema, senior librarian 
Linda Grinstead, professor of nursing 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Ester Bums, senior buyer 
Sheila Klemm, assistant director of 
Financial Aid 
Arnie Smith Alexander, director of TRIO 
Elizabeth Thompson, computer operations 
supervisor 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Larry Henderson, architectural assistant 
Norene Hendricks, academic department 
coordinator, Kirkhof School of Nursing 
Jan Lenic, accounting assistant 
Sonja Schipper, academic department 
coordinator, Finance 
Deborah VanderWal, accounting assistant 
Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
John Haase, groundskeeper 
The 20-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Dorothy Armstrong, professor of education 
Mary Barber, assistant professor of 
mathematics 
Edward Baum, professor of chemistry 
Ruth Ann Brintnall, assistant professor of 
nursing 
Richard Hall , associate professor of 
management 
M. Catherine Gardner, associate professor of 
mathematics 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
David Chapman , AV systems coordinator 
Karen Chavez, Student Accounts manager 
Jill Hamilton, Facilities and Operations 
manager/design 
Jo Ann Litton, assistant director of 
Financial Aid 
Robert Stoll , director of Student Life and 
Event Services 
Jonathan White , executive director, 
Homeland Defense Initiative 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Shirley Dilworth, office coordinator, 
Graduate Studies & Grants 
Administration/ Autism Center 
Mary Feenstra, academic department 
coordinator, English 
The 10-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless , associate professor 
of philosophy 
Isabelle Cata, associate professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures 
Paul Fishback, associate professor of 
mathematics 
Laura Fox, assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures 
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Sharon Leder, associate professor of nursing 
William Levitan, associate professor of 
Classics 
Jean McFadden, professor of social work 
Jean Nagelkerk, professor of nursing 
Russell Rhoads , associate professor of 
anthropology 
Carolyn Shapiro-Shapin, associate professor 
of history 
Star Swift, assistant professor of 
management 
Eric Van Fleet, professor of health 
professions 
Elona Van Gent, associate professor of art 
and design 
Phyllis Vandenberg, assistant professor of 
philosophy 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Karen Burchard, Computing Education 
consultant 
Cassonya Carter Pugh, program advisor 
Robert Holcomb, network systems engineer 
Susan Korzinek, director of Information 
Technology 
Stephanie Matthews-Smith , Human 
Resources representative 
Aura Ortiz De Romijn , program advisor 
Elizabeth Schaner, Student Services 
coordinator 
Donald Underwood , golf professional 
Donna Van Iwaarden , director of Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy 
Gregory Wilson, laboratory supervisor 
Santiago Zapata, program advisor 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Sheryl Balser, office coordinator, 
Conference Services 
Bonnie Dawdy, executive secretary, 
President's Office 
Cheryl Fischer, Facilities Services assistant 
Virginia Goode, academic department 
coordinator, Chemistry 
Jean Kolb , academic department coordinator, 
Seidman Dean's Office 
Sandra Sall, secretary, Office of Academic 
Support 
Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Jeffrey DeWitt, custodian 
Larry Dobson , custodian 
Timothy Klein, electrical specialist 
Guy Losee, custodian 
William Petrauskas, material and mail 
handler 
Kenneth Vanderwal , boiler engineer 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Dec. 1 
12 noon: World AIDS Awareness Day. Local 
woman shares her personal story. Pere 
Marquette Room, KC . 
6 p.m.: World AIDS Awareness Day. Live broad-
cast of MTV World AIDS Day Broadcast. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl2748 
for more information. 
Tues., Dec. 2 
12 noon-I p.m.: Music Department Concert. 
Avatar Brass. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert . Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble. PAC, LAT. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Wed., Dec. 3 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. KC Room 142. Call xl2204 
for more information. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors 
Women's Holiday Art Sale, including oil paint-
ings, holiday decorations, handmade jewelry, 
frames and more. Women's Center Lounge, 
KC. Call xl2748 for more information. 
Thurs., Dec. 4 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call xl2204 for more information. 
12 noon: Music Department Concert. GVSU 
Steelband. PAC, LAT. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. University 
Concert Band. PAC, LAT. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
3-5 p.m.: Grand Valley's Annual Service Award 
Celebration and Holiday Gathering. Grand 
River Room, KC. 
Fri., Dec. 5 
7 p.m.: School of 
Education 
Convocation. 
Del tap lex, Grand 
Rapids. Call x18560 
for more informa-
tion. 
8 p.m.: Music 
Department Concert. 
Symphony Orchestra 
performs along with 
University Arts 
Chorale. PAC, LAT. 
Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
Conductor Daniel 
Boico will lead the 
Grand Valley 
Symphony Orchestra 
in a concert at 8 p.m. 
Friday. LAT, PAC. 
VENTS 
Sat., Dec. 6 
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena, 
Grand Rapids. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series . Performance by 
Avatar Brass. PAC, LAT. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
Avatar Brass will present a concert of holiday 
music at 8 p.m. on December 6 in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, PAC. Admission is free. 
Sun., Dec. 7 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Select 
Women 's Ensemble , Madrigal Ensemble and 
University Singers . PAC, LAT. Call x 13484 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert . Festival 
Women's Chorale and Varsity Men. PAC, 
LAT. Call xl3484 for more information . 
···-----------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Koleta Moore, associate director of Career 
Services, was interviewed for an article, "Self-
Assessment: Knowing Yourself and What You 
Want to Do," published in the Black Collegian. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu .edu . 
Sketches 
Kathryn Remlinger , associate professor of 
English, chaired the American Dialect Society 
session, "New Directions in Language Variation 
and Change," held at the Midwest Modem 
Language Association meeting in Chicago. 
Kedron Bardwell, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, was a panelist at a town hall forum 
on media and elections that was sponsored by 
Michigan Radio. 
Rick ladonisi, affiliate professor of writing, 
gave a presentation, titled "It's All in the Game 
(Show): Political Commentary in The Running 
Man," at the Midwest Modem Languages 
Association conference. 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of philan-
thropy, wrote an article , titled "Embrace 
Participation," published in Nonprofit Quarterly . 
Patrick Colgan, assistant professor of geology, 
was the lead author of a book chapter, titled 
"Ice-Marginal Terrestrial Landsystems: Southern 
Laurentide Ice Sheet Margin," in Glacial 
Landsystems. 
Ed Aboufadel, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, titled "Wavelets, Secret 
Messages and Spam," at Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, associate 
professor of psychology, conducted a two-day 
marriage enrichment seminar for 50 couples in 
Grand Rapids. 
Judy Whipps, assistant professor in philosophy, 
co-edited Jane Addams 's Writings on Peace, a 
four-volume edition including book reviews and 
relevant news articles from that era. 
Staff members of the Dorothy A. Johnson Center 
for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership , 
Donna Vanlwaarden, Joel Orosz, Margaret 
Walker, Angela Vander Hulst, Korrie 
Ottenwess, and Gustavo Rotondaro , gave pre-
sentations at the 31st annual conference of the 
Council of Michigan Foundations meeting in 
Grand Rapids . The CMF is the largest regional 
association of grantmakers in the nation. 
Leigh A. Eicke, assistant professor of English , 
presented a paper, titled "Tragedy and 
Tragicomedy in Anne Finch 's Plays," at the annu-
al meeting of the Midwestern American Society 
for Eighteenth-Century Studies in Chicago. 
Yvette Fuentes, assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures , presented a paper, 
titled "From Cuba with Love: Representing 
Cuban and the Cuban-Soviet Experience in 
Contemporary Cuban Literature," at the fifth 
CRI Conference on Cuban and Cuban-American 
Studies at Florida International University. 
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